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On August 20, in San Salvador the five Central American foreign ministers concluded two days
of meetings during which they organized working committees for initiating the implementation
process of provisions included in the August 7 regional peace treaty. The documents prepared
in the Salvadoran capital were later presented to participants at a weekend meeting in Caracas,
Venezuela, for the purpose of establishing an international "verification commission." The latter
consists of Central American foreign ministers, their eight counterparts from the Contadora and
Support Group nations (Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, Argentina, Brazil and
Uruguay), and representatives of the United Nations and Organization of American States (OAS)
secretaries general. Among the plans accepted by the five ministers were the establishment of
committees dedicated to refugees and amnesty programs in the region. Costa Rican Foreign
Minister Rodrigo Madrigal told reporters that countries experiencing domestic conflicts have
already made considerable progress on provisions related to national reconciliation, amnesty
and government- rebel negotiations. He also denied a report indicating that Honduras did not
support the institutionalization of a Central American parliament. Before the five completed their
discussions, over 1,000 persons pertaining to the Salvadoran Workers National Unity (UNTS), the
largest labor organization in the country, attempted to speak with the ministers. Salvadoran antiriot police prevented UNTS representatives from meeting with any of the ministeres. The labor
group had prepared a series of documents for the ministers outlining continued human rights
violations by the government of President Jose Napoleon Duarte. Nicaraguan Foreign Minister
Miguel d'Escoto told reporters he was optimistic about the results of ministerial meeting. He added
that he was pleased to learn that the contras are willing to enter into dialogue with the Nicaraguan
government on the cease-fire issue. In San Salvador, press sources learned that contra leaders
arrived in the capital on Thursday to meet with President Duarte. (Basic data from AFP, Prensa
Latina, New York Times, Salpress)
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